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Just before Christmas there was an article in 
the Springfield (Mass.) Union-News by Dick Garvey, 
who puts his picture under his byline so you’ll know he’s 
another famous bald guy. His column revealed how as 
late as 1895 lots of Western Massachusetts residents 
didn’t really believe in celebrating Christmas...and back 
in the roaring 1600s, celebrating Christmas was actually 
illegal, and if you tried to celebrate it, you could be fined 
five shillings or one-tenth of your annual MasterCard 
balance. But thenin 1690 orso, Edmund (Partie-Heartie) 
Andros, the royal governor of New England, put up an 
Anglican church where they could celebrate Christmas like they did in merrie olde (Boogie 
Till You See Elves) England. And this upset the proper Bostonians so much that when the 
church was dedicated, they threw dead animals through the windows. 

This is certainly a fascinating story, and a must-read for anyone who wants to 
understand the history of holiday revelry in our great land. Unfortunately, there is a glaring 
omission in the article that leaves the prospective historian limp with dismay. 

Because nowhere in this narrative do we learn what kinds of dead animals they 
threw. This information is crucial to fathoming the roots of present-day Christmas 
celebrations, where reindeer routinely hurtle through the air, willy-nilly. If it were me, and 
I wanted to make a political statement using dead animals, I know I’d feel much better about 
tossing a medium-sized animal such as a wolverine or an otter ... rather than, say, a cricket. 
Very few protesters throughout history have made their mark by flinging insects through 
church windows. So let’s assume they threw mammals. 

If that’s the case, I have a few questions about the church-goers: Why didn’ tthey 
Shut their windows? Everybody knows an open church window is bound to enrage any 
passerby carrying adead animal. Weren’t they in fact provoking adead animal attack? After 
all, 95% of 17th-century Bostonians were vegetarians. Ha ha, no they weren’t. They were 
Congregationalists. So why did Congregationalists leave their church windows open in the 
dead of winter? Do they still do this? Their heating bills must be enormous. Orisit possible 
the protesters hurled those otters through the closed windows? That’s really different. 
Somebody could have been hurt! 

Another question: Where did they get the animals? Did they have dead animal 
stores back then? Or did they actually go out in the woods and shoot animals so they could 
bring them back and throw them into church? This story definitely needs more research. I 
can only hope the intelligent reader doesn’t let impressionable young people get ahold of 
this article until some of these questions are resolved. 

I'll tell you one thing, though — hurling dead animals isa trick they never thought 
of back there in the 1960s, when people were protesting everything, and certainly would 
have welcomed a few more creative protest tools. I’m surprised, even so, that nobody in this 
past election campaign even once suggested Bill Clinton threw dead animals at US Army 
personnel stationed in England. I’d have liked to hear him explain that one away. 
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Tris Mopern Wortp By Tom TOMORROW 


IN THE WANING DAYS OF HIS PRESIDENCY, 
GEORGE BUSH AUTHORIZES THE FIRST ARMS 
SHIPMENT TO CHINA SINCE THE TIANANMEN 
SQUARE MASSACRE... : 


«AND, OF COURSE, GRANTS CHRISTMAS EVE PAR- 
DONS TO SIX IRAN-CONTRA CONSPIRATORS...WHO 
LET US REMEMBER, WAGED AN ILLEGAL WAR OF 
TERRORISM AGAINST AN IN\POVERISHED NATION 
IN WHICH A MULTITUDE OF INNOCENT CIVILIANS 
WERE SLAUGHTERED... 


?S OKAY--THEY'RE A 
REFORMED Now. 

IT WAS JUST A LITTLE POLICY O/FFERENCE. 
; «HEH, HEH... 


BUSH HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN CONCERNED WITH 
THE JUDGEMENT A/STORY WILL BESTOW UPON 
Buse GOOD REASON, WE'D HAVE To 


FoR NOW, LET'S JUST HOPE WE MAKE IT TO 
JAN.20rn BEFORE BUSH DOES Joo MUCH MORE 
LAST MINUTE DAMAGE... 
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TAKE 17 28 LEAVE IT by LM.Boyd - | 


Were it not for bats, we wouldn't have 
chocolate. How come? Because bats 
pollinate the cacao. 
Correspondents report that in China 
the name “Coca-Cola” has been 
mistranslated as “Bite The Wax 
Tadpole.” 


Among Albert Einstein’s lesser-known 
theories is this one: “If A equals 
success, then the success formula is 
A=X+Y+Z, where X is work; Y is 
play; Z is keep your mouth shut.” 


The metallic pointer that casts a 
shadow on a sundial is called a 
“gnomen.” It was once a well-known 
word. Not anymore. Students of the 
language speculate that digital 
timepieces one day will make the 
word “hands” in reference to clocks as 
obscure a word as “gnomen.” 
Dying words of the French writer 
Frangois Rabelais were “Draw the 
curtain; the farce is over.” Of course, 
he said it in French. 

It’s said that the part of Canada with 
the best-educated population is the 


Q.Where is it against the law for a 
woman to propose marriage to a 
man? 

A. In Whitesville, Del., that was once a 
“disorderly conduct” provision of a 
statute now long outdated. 

The frontiersman Jim Bridger told 
everybody back East there were 
geysers out there in what's now 
Yellowstone Park. But nobody 
believed him. “Bridger’'s Lies,” they 
were called. 

Frozen fish will taste like fresh fish if 
you thaw it in milk. 

Before World War Il, hardly anybody 
had ever heard of jet streams. But 
then high-flying pilots, American and 
German, found out about them. 

Q. How many tigers in a box of animal 
crackers? 

A. Two. And five bears, two sheep, 
six gorillas, one buffalo, three rhinos, 
one giraffe, and four camels. 
Judges in the ancient Olympics didn't 
carry whistles. They carried whips. 
And penalized contestants instantly 


An Irish correspondent reports her 
ancestors crossed themselves when 
they yawned to prevent the Devil ee 
entering their bodies and forcing t e : 
to do bad things. She adds, “It doesn 
work.” 


Confucius said: “Learning without 
thought is useless; thought without 
leaming is dangerous. 


Daniel Boone said he'd killed three 
Indians, no more, and was sorry he 
killed any, because “T hey've always 
been kinder to me than the whites. 
If you're planning a trip, travel advi- 
sors suggest you observe this rule: 
Take twice the money and half the 
clothes. 

Q. Who was the first US President to 
know a “photo opportunity” when he 
saw one and take advantage of it? 
A. Theodore Roosevelt. 
French law prohibits sale of any doll 
without a human face. 

On a typical week, it’s reported that 
about 800 people in this country are 


organ completely boxed in bone 


Those who monitor endangereg 
species say the frog count is droppj 
drastically. So drastically some evan 
mention frogs and passenger Pigeons 

in the same sentence, 

Have you ever seen any black pis 
Neither have |. A medical authority 
says the color black is so deeply 
associated with death that no pharma. 
ceutical house would consider Putting 

them out. 
Q. What year was it that Colorado hag 
its own navy? 

A. That would be 1869. A promoter 
named Sam Adams said he'd figured 
out a water route from Colorado to 
California. Four boats were built. 
They headed down a river, hit rapids, 
and broke up. Crews deserted. That 

ended it. 
During the Civil War, if the husband 
went into the military, the wife could 
get a divorce for that reason alone, 


The bigger the navel, the sweeter the 


Yukon. for infractions of the old rules. injured by their own jewelry. orange. 
*/BOOKKEEPER - Want your event 
IS THE ANSWER to be really special? 
Then hire the best: 


> KAPLAN 


The answer to the test question. 
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1) Who can we get, part time, to 


that has three sets of adjacent 
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Massachusetts’ first 
_ _ comic newspaper 
is looking for a bookkeeper 
a few hours every week 
Flexible hours, . 
flexible people 


Interested Patties can 
CALL 586-2274 


help with billing and data entry? 


2) What's the only word in English 


(most of us can touch our toes) 
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| don’t know if you heard 
about this one, but they’re pros- 
ecuting forty students at Hamp- 
ton College in Virginia and fifty of 
their friends for filing fake tax re- 
turns. They all filed their returns 
by computer, using fake wage 
statements from places where 
they had never worked, and then 
they got bank loans based on the 
expected tax refund. They spent 
the bank money, and by the time 
the returns came back, it was too 
late. 

There was only one thing 
wrong with the scheme: They 
used their real names! 

In other words, this may 
be one of the most inane frauds 
evercommittedin Americancrime 
history — and it carries possible 
penalties of up to ten years in 
prison. And so obviously, when 
the media got wind of it, they 
asked the students why they did 
it. 

Among the answers: 


“Allthese people were get- 
ting money. It seemed so easy.” 

“| guess we were naive.” 

“My roommate’s brother 
told me about it.” 

“Everybody was doing it.” 

Remember, these are col- 
lege students. Some of them had 
actually passed organic chemis- 
try at this point in their lives. And 
they were all using various ver- 
sions of “The cat ate my home- 
work” to explain why they had just 
committed a major felony. 

What | wanna know is, if 
these people were between 18 
and 22 years old, had this stuff 
actually workedduring the first 20 
years oftheir lives? Is it possible 
to simply say “Oh my God, I’m 
such an airhead, lost ina compli- 
cated world,” and get offthe hook? 
Because | usually need a good 
excuse myself, and I’m already 
Starting to marvel at the possibili- 
ties for this one: 

“No, officer, | didn’t needa 


Like good Arr, the effects of television's Sweeps Week may be hard to explain or quantify, but a person 
invariably knows it when they sec it. As the time set aside for counting audience shares, Sweeps Week 
typically brings with it blockbuster movies, steamy Danielle Steel adaptations, and whatever else can be snuck 


Dlot of Worms (4/18/1521; 8pm, NBC) Martin 
Luther sings proclamation to the tune of 
“Sookie Sookie.” Has hard time finding 
words to rhyme with “sacrament.” 
Charles V condemns Luther after 
high-speed chase through Stuttgart. 
Magna Carta (6/3/1215; 9pm, CBS) Bex 
Presented in format similar to 

“Battle of The Network Stars." GR&y 
King John appoints Loni —SS33Xé 
Anderson “Official Court Babe 

Filmed in Daytona Beach after market 
research finds England “too dreary.” 
Waterloo (6/18/1815; 8:30pm, ABC) D'Erlon's 
midday attack postponed 

until prime time. Napoleon 

departs battlefield early for 

1130 appearance on 

Paula Abdul choreographs Prussian adv- 
ances to songs from her recent album. 
Iron Ago (1130 B.C.; FOX) Mini-series 
inspires several generations to try 
smelting. Companion book popular 
among Philistines. Sex scene added 
to fall of Mycenae. Collapse of Assyria 
cancelled due to Mycenae’s poor ratings. 
Defeat of Spanish Armada (8/13/1588; 9pm, CBS) 
Queen Elizabeth | falls in oe 
love with Desi Arnaz-type oe 
from Armada and forsakes 
crown for True Love. Garners 4G? 

a Nielsen share unprece- 4 

dented in television history,7 “7 
Muhommod's Hija to Medias (842/622; 11:30pm, NBC) 
Guest hosting “The Tonight Show” proves 
useful P.R tool for Islam. Replaced after 
a Friday monologue urges Jihad. 


And Martin's Laugh-In” 
on NBC, instructs 
infantry to take more i, 
pratfalls; delegates * 

six regiments to 

Cabbagehead, his goofy stepso pd 
Ponce do Leéa oxplores Florida (8/13/1513; 9pm, NBC) 
Viewers erroneously assume program to be 
sequel to Purple Rain. Eager for a sound- 
track tie-in, NBC throws together pre-fab 
hit single “Spaniards In The Jungle.” 
Treaty of Ghoat (12/9/1814; 10pm, FOX) | 
Madison Administration befuddled 

by network's request to let 
Kelly Bundy guest star. Inspired, 
Andrew Jackson removes shirt and (3 
does The Watusi during credits. ¥Sy 
Guerntea (6/15/1937; 9pm, ABC) Picasso told 
to wear wacky hat during slow parts and to 
introduce “Fly Girls” before commercial. 
Boxer Rebollios (8/13/1900; 10pm, CBS) Empress 
Dowager asked to show more skin during 
courtroom scenes. Boxers win. (Underdog 
stories draw better ratings.) 
Battle at Aglacourt (10/25/1415; 8pm, FOX) ef 
Plotline added about Henry V's kid 

being home by himself and ward- ¢ 

ing off obstinate burglars via 


_ extremely violent sight gags. € 

: Nowton's Prtacipla (8/3/1687; 8:30pm, FOX) 

: Plotline added about warding off obstinate 
burglars in New York . Text hailed by critics 


as the “Feelgood Thesis of the Summer.” 
The Reagan Admlalstration (1980-1988; all sotworks) 
ess 


Nothing different. @ SO%, 


( 


new car. But | stole this one 
because there have alreadybeen 
21,000 auto thefts in Atlanta this 
year. After a while, you just get 
caught up in the swing of things. 
| guess | got carried away.” 

“Yes, your honor, | did try 
to pay for my house with Mo- 
nopoly money. My nephew's Sis- 
ter said it was okay. She’s used 
Monopoly money at Kmart many 
times with no problem.” 

“When Itook all the money 
out of the cash register, | guess | 
didn’t count on those 7-11 people 
being so upset. They called the 
police and everything, even 
though it was the first time I’d ever 
robbed a convenience store. | 
guess | was naive.” 

“Of course | shot the man. 
He cut right in front of me on 
Interstate 45, and then he re- 
fused to apologize even after | 
chased him for seven miles. | 
guess | shouldn’t have killed him.. 
My lawyer explained that a guy 


| THINK THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE ARE Sick AND 
TIRED oF YOUR 
HAIR IN THE sINK/ 


Politicians shouldn't marry other politicians. 


ike that actual ae 
ge living. But | didn’t know 


that. | was led to believe | was 
doing the right thing. | mean, you 
can't kill me for being ignorant of 


w things work.” 
i And, of course, there’s the 


i xcuse: 
arey ge: God, | did push that 
little red button. Yes, Sir, | did 
knowthatit would startthe nuclear 
war. Yes, Sir, | had read a lot 
about it, but, | mean, | didn’t think 
it would really start a war. | mean, 
people have been talking about it 
for so many years that, after a 
while, your curiosity just kind of 
gets the better of you, and this 
guy was gonna give me five dol- 
lars on a dare if I’d push the 
button, and so | ... | guess | was 
naive ... I’d known this guy along 
time, he was a friend of my cousin — 

. everybody else was talking 
about it, too ... uh ... why is it so 
hot in here?” 


OH YEAH? WELL, 65% 
OF THOSE POLLED THINK 
YOU SHOULD LEAVE 
THE TOILET SEAT 
Down! 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET LEE 


Blizzards 


Blinding snowstorms rag- 

ing across Turkey cut off 

an estimated 6,000 remote 
villages and blocked the main high- 
way between Ankara and Istanbul. 
Several vehicles became stranded 
at high altitudes. The blizzards blew 
into the Middle East, adding to the 
hardship of 415 Palestinians who 
are stranded and living in tents in 


Israeli-occupied Lebanon, having 


‘been deported from Israel. 


All highways across: California's” © 


Sierra Nevada were blocked for the 
first time in memory by fierce Pacific 
storms that dumped several feet of 
snow overthe summits during atwo- 
day period. 


Floods 


Zimbabwean police tried 
iat to find hundreds of villag- 

ers in the Muzareyebani 
area whose homes were destroyed 
by five days of almost continuous 
rainfall. Chief inspector Elliot Simbi 
said crocodiles are now one of the 
dangers confronting those made 
homeless by the storms, along with 
a spreading cholera epidemic and 
the obstruction of famine relief sup- 
plies due to mud-choked roads. 

Atleast 14 people were killed and 
more than 900 homes destroyed by 
flooding in southern Iran. The inun- 
dations also caused heavy losses to 
livestock and farmlands. 

In the southern Philippines, ap- 
proximately 22,000 residents were 
displaced by widespread flooding. 
Davao del Norte Governor Prospero 
Amatong said that massive defores- 
tation and an unfinished dike were 
the primary causes of the disaster. 


Wintery Winds 
e An arctic storm that un- 
leashed winds to 70 miles 


per hour ripped the roofs — 


off houses intwo Swedish provinces. 
The wild winds struck without warn- 
ing and cut electricity to most homes 
in the region during one of the dark- 
est weeks of the northern winter. 
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Earthquakes 


An intense swarm of more 
LS] than 50 quakes jolted 

northern Japan from an 
epicenter just off Iwate prefecture. A 
tremor further south caused consid- 
erable damage to houses, schools, 
and a road in Niigata prefecture, on 
Japan's west coast. 

A powerful temblor shook the is- 
lands of central Indonesia just three 
weeks after a quake and tidal wave 
killed 2,500 people around Flores 
Island. 

Earth movements were also felt in 
the Virgin Islands, eastern Taiwan, 
western Turkey, Alaska’s Kenai 
Peninsula, Ecuador, Missouri, and 
northern California. 


Tropical Storms 
Tropical cyclone Kina 
6) whipped up high surf and 
strong winds as it passed 
harmlessly just offshore from the 


Vanuatu archipelago. A weaker 
cyclone Ninachurned the CoralSea. 


Renland, ~ 
“Greenland 


Whale Losses 


A pod of 63 stranded pilot 
Ea whales was shot to death 
aftervarious rescue meas- 


ures failed to get them back to sea 
along Farewell Spit, a narrow penin- 
sula at the north end of New 
Zealand's South Island. Rescuers 
said many of the beached mammals 
were rolling over in agony before 
being killed. A similar mysterious 
stranding occurred almost exactly 
two years ago at the same location, 
but more than 340 of those whales 
were successfully refloated. 


Mediterranean Chill 


Unusually cold weather 
ial blowing from the Balkans 

into the Mediterranean 
caused severe frost to form during 
the Christmas holidays on Cyprus. 
All early potato crops in the Nicosia 
area were badly damaged. Citrus 
fruit and winter vegetables were 
also severely hiton the island's west- 
ern coast. 


_ By Steve Newman 


Rabbit Flat, 
W. Australia 


For the week.ending _ 
January 1, 1993 


©1993 Chronicle Features 


Army Green 


. A Rand Corp. study re- 
a= leased at the year’s end 
advised the U.S. Army to 
be more concerned about endan- 
gered plants and animals at its train- 
ing facilities. In an Army-contracted 
study titled “Two Shades of Green,” 
the California think-tank said the 
military should be more conscien- 
tious about the environment during 
combat training exercises at its mili- 
tary installations nationwide. The 
Army is steward to 12 million acres 
of public land, and its installations 
are coming under increased public 
and regulatory scrutiny. Although the 
Army spends about $1.5 billion a 
year on the environment, mainly to 
clean up hazardous waste, it virtu- 
ally ignores its effects on wildlife. 


Additional Sources: British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, Japanese Meteorological Agency, 
Fiji Weather Bureau, Meteo France, U. S. Cli- 
mate Analysis Center, U. S. Earthquake Infor- 
mation Center, and the World Meteorological 
Organization. 


Mark J. Cook 


COUNSELOR & ATTORNEY AT LAW 


No 
Charge 


¢¢ General Practice of Law 
Ror + Criminal Defence 


Is pleased fo announce the opening 


of his law offices. 


> Landlord/Tenant Disputes 


- Initial 


Consultation 


Entertainment Law 


(413) 323-4415 


FAX: (413)323-4257 


316 Mill Valley Road, Belchertown, MA 01007 
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Home 
* Consultation 


Available 
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THE RE By Gay Larson 


fool! 
aia is bo. Too Fight: 
fet me ha 
this time! 


Hello ?Hello ? 
This iS God! 


And for the rest of his life, Ernie told his friends 


“Bump him just Ziighnty’ay and, if you survive, In her past, and unbeknownst to most people, 
that he had talked with God. 


you'll know why medical science has dubbed this Leona Helmsley was an avid bungee jumper. 
little guy the ‘very, very serious bone.” 


Before You 
See “Chaplin,” 
See The 

Originals 


The Only Place You'll Find 
All The Features And The 
Best Short Films! 


OID fartioes tne Dabated by Urrewaat Press Syroces aT tethers 2c OeTOLeS Dy UVES PIE SIMONE 


Moses parting his hair 


TD lavier, ba Darcant py iment messes |S ie 


} WELCOME mas 
BUTLERS #1, 


ANNUAL BANQUET 
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A tragedy occurs off the coast “Uh-oh. ... Looks like the usual airplane food.” “God, Collings, | hate to start a Monday 
of a land called Honah-Lee. Y with a case like this.” 


i 
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i 


Se 


“OK, boys — that'll be enough. “Well, I'll be. ... | must've been holding the 
s We don't allow any gunplay in this town.” dang work order like this!” 
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Leold at 15 


by Roger Salloom 


I’m 15 years old. 
Life hasn't been so bad. 


My proudest achievement is my 
ability to stare down a snarling 


dog. 


At 15 | can see this life will be 
filled with self-examination. 


Oh boy! 


| refuse to close my bedroom 
window in the winter. 


This is just the beginning. 
| smell trouble ahead. 


ETICALN, | IVE GOT To STOP 
INTRODUCING Topics 
OF CONVERSATION. 


THAT 1S, HYPOTH 
T MEAN « Not THAT TO 


WELL, JUST 


You KNOW, ITS 
FOR STARTERS, 


AMAZING HOW 
MANY THINGS THERES «.. KNOW FOR A FACT, mieory ; 
YoU CAN TAKE COURSE « JUST \N 2 
APART WITH JUST] | C/ T (MAGINE THAT Maes w 8 
ONE ORDINARY | | , UM, WELL, coy : 
SCREWDRIVER ! ee : : 
g 
a Ie g 
Us 
g 


IF THE UNWWERSE HAD ANY | BUT THE \ SEE, THATS 
DECENT MANAGEMENT, WE'D | PLACE IS ] ANOTHER 


YoU KNOW WHAT THERES NO TOLL-FREE 


THE PROBLEM CUSTOMER SERVICE HOT 

IS WITH THE LINE FOR GET A FULL REFUND IF FREE. / THING. THEY 

UNIVERSE ? COMPLAINTS ! WE WERENT COMPLETELN SHOULD HAVE 
THATS WHY SATISFIED! A Q\ER 


CHARGE AND 
KEEP OUT 
“THE RIFFRAFE, 


THINGS DONT 
GET FIXED! 


oyeapuls ssag fassoAUN AQ painquisiq/UOSIOUEM 7661 © 


You SURE? / No THANKS, | OK, WELL, 
T'VE GOT THE | Not TODAY.| LET ME KNOW = MM-HMM. 
TOOLS RIGHT \F YOU CHANGE < 
HERE! Lois ME YouR MIND. 


TS PROBABLY BECAUSE 
ANIMALS KNOW THEN RE 
SUPERIOR AND PEOPLE 
KNOW THEY'RE \NFERIOR . 


PEOPLE ALWAYS SEEM SO 
CRABBY AND ANIMALS 

ALWAYS SEEM So CONTENT. 
T WONDER 
WHY THAT 1S. A 


I FIGURED IT WAS 


BECAUSE ANIMALS ACTUALY, I THINK 


ANIMAS ARE JUST AS 
CRABEX AS PEOPLE ARE. 


IVE DECIDED TO] \F YOU CARE, You WUST 
, FROM Now on, || THar’ 
; ATS A Touct 


STOP CARING | GET DISAPPOINTED ALL 
ABOUT THINGS. | TWE TIME. IF You DoT WH RAUSING 1] CRY To RALLY 
CARE, NOTHING MATTERS, « “sy wna 


So YOU'RE NEVER UPSET. 
\ 
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TM NOT GETTING UP 

UNTIL ITS AS WARM 

OUT THERE AS IT IS 
IN HERE. 


{rT WOULD SURE BE A BIG 
SURPRISE IF THE SCHOOL BUS 
SPONTANEOUSLN EXPLODED AND 

T DIDNT HAVE TO SO TO SCHOOL! 


YEA, UD SURE BE 
SURPRISED \F THAT 
HAPPENED 


LIFE \S FULL OF 

SURPRISES, BUT 

NEVER WHEN YOU 
NEED ONE. 


arti 


IM KILLING TIME WHILE 
I WAIT FOR LIFE TO 

SHOWER ME WITH MEANING 
AND HAPPINESS. 


YoU COULD GET 
ME SOMETHING 


FOR THE TONNSFOLK 
BELOW, THE DAY BEGAN 
LIKE ANY OTHER DAY. 


I DONT CARE. 
WERE NOT HAING 
AN ANATOMICALLY 
CORRECT SNOWMAN 
\N ve FRONT 


10-20% Discount 
~ On Our Dependable 
Comic Subscripiions 


We Have Gift Certificates! 


The Best In 


Comics © Back Issues 
Role Playing and Strategy Games 
Lead Figures & Paints 


Sports Cards 


Video Rental 


Specializing in American and 


Japanese Animation 


We Buy 
Used Comics 


& Games 


Comics & Games 
A8 North Pleasant Street 


(next to Fire Station) 


(413)253-3480 


Hours: 114M-7PM Monday-Saturday 
_l1AweSPM Sunday. _ 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


That loud clack you may have heard recently was the 
sound made by millions of kneecaps striking the ground as comedi- 
ans all over the country slumped gratefully toward the God of Gags, 
blessing the establishment of the Dan Quayle Museum. This disclo- 
sure calmed the great fear sweeping the comedic community ever 
since the last presidential election. The Clinton-Gore victory had the 
Same impact on comedy writers thata ban on adjectives would have 
on the advertising industry. An angry specter of depleted creative 
reservoirs began to hover over joke sessions like Lenny Bruce’s 
ghost at an Andrew Dice Clay concert. 

The vice-president had been so easy, almost too easy, to 
make fun of. Here was a guy who squirted seltzer down his own 
pants, pushed pies into his own face and stuck “‘kick me hard” signs 
onto his own back. He was the political equivalent of a bodily 
function; an exploitable laugh that didn’t give the comedian any 
sense of attainment. Writing Quayle jokes is to well-constructed 
comedy what masturbation is to lovemaking: it fulfills a sense of 
urgency, can be done almost anywhere, shows tangible results, and 
offers a false sense of accomplishment. Mostly, it leaves you more 
appreciative of the real thing. 

The approach of Inauguration Day found more and more 
Stand-up comics slipping into despair. A short slide, granted, and 
one an outsider might not notice, but worrisome nonetheless. 
Careers already threatened by Karaoke nights and the cable TV 
comedy glut seemed destined to end either telling jokes over a CB 
radio in the cab of a tractor-trailer rig or tending bar ata VFW post, 
slipping cheap laughs in among the cheap drafts. 

Thinking about life without the human punch line, wit 
mongers began to realize the Quayle Quality had never been truly 
appreciated. A caricature of himself, he had been taken for granted 
by the ones who benefited most from his existence. How could we 
miss him if he never went away? Now, with the EZ Drive U-Haul 
backed up to the Off-White House, we hunger for him to remain. 
Should he stay or should he go? This has always posed a dilemma 
forcomics. During the presidential campaign, THE major problem 
in comedian therapy groups was how to resolve the quandary of 
wanting Bush-Quayle politically defeated but needing the ticket to 
win because that meant more work for the humorist. 

Then, in a communiqué as inspiring to a comedian as a 
restaurant that serves airline food exclusively or a TV channel that 
only shows commercials, came the bombshell about the museum. 
Yahoo! From the precipice came salvation. This unanticipated 
healing of body and soul had not been seen in our country since 
Jimmy Swaggart’s first appearance at an evangelist’s Open Mike 
night. Jokes began to fly and the mirth-for-money crowd was feeling 
good again. “Why a museum instead of a library? Did he lose his 
book?” Will they put his statue behind a Bush?” “This guy makes 
Rodney Dangerfield look like Albert Schweitzer.” 

I suggest we inspect this milestone a little closer and see it 
not just as an opportunity for professional pranksters, but as a magic 
moment for the Museum-meister himself. Dan Quayle can seize the 
instant and become truly great by inaugurating the museum with a 
roast, offering himself up as roastee. He could use this event as the 
kick-off for a national joke writing contest with the premise: “What 
if there was a museum dedicated to the life of Dan Quayle.” 
Allowing regular people to participate by poking fun at him would 
turn the situation around, putting himself in command. This chal- 
lenge would unite all of America as punsters, intellectual comics, 
Satirists, joke tellers, riddlers, kids, and adults would all be con- 
structing humor around a common theme. The result would be the 
bonding together of Americans around laughter and good feeling. 
What morecouldacountry atacrossroadsask for? Ah, whata legacy 
you can give us@Danny boy, we hardly knew ya. - 
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HAIL, MAIL, MAIL! You 
SEND IT, WE IGNORE IT! 
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"DEAR ZONKER: HEY! ye 
COULD YOUMEN- DON'T D9 


IA! CHECK OUT 
INTIL TODAY, THAT 1S! TIME WHO, ' 
foe OUR YEAR-END MAILBAG, _ THIS LETTER, MIKE. 
IN WHICH WE ANSWER YOUR QUES 

TIONS ABOUT THIS QUALITY. fas 


SO YOU SEE, I DUNAG, 
ITCOLDBE =I SORTOF 


HI THERE! My NAMES PREFER THAT 


MIKE DOONESBURY. - 
COME! TAKE A LOOK AT THE Z HAIL. FROM TULSA, 
FIRST DAY OF SYNDICATION! OKLAHOMA AND 
WOMEN ADORE (1E! 
GLAD 70 MEET 


(ae. Seem 
ROOMIE! 


HERE'S AN INTER- BEATS ME, 
ESTING ONE, Z! 
"DEAR SIR: HOW 


LET'S CATCH UP ON Ray’ 
STORY, OKAY? WHEN eae 
CHECKED IN WITH THE ROOKIE 
STATE TROOPER, HEHAD HIS 
HANDS FULL WITH, DES, THE 
TEEN AGE SON OF MAY, HIS NEW 
=~! LADY, 


DES, WHATS UPWITH ALL THE 
TOUGH GUY STUFF? YOU THINK 
YOU GOTTA BE TEN SHADES oF 
BAD T0 MAKE YOUR WAY IN 
THE WORLD? 

LITTLE BRO.,, 
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WHAT LI THINKMY MAN 
YOU 
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LM0aT TWO 
YEARS, RAY, 
EVER SINCE HIS 
FATHER ANDL 

a SLIT, 


Take the chill out of 


UWEVEELAL PRtss Syma «© 1919 C8 Pecos 


_{s | Sk ; Pe —h January 
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ae ia ‘Cry ESS 3 with KARAVAN's 

rs 3 =O WARM CLOTHES 
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HOT MUSIC 


LISTEN TO THIS:" DEAR GUYS, 
D0 YOU EVER CUT AWAY 
FROM AN ONGOING STORY 

70 COMMENT ON A BREAKING 
NEWS EVENT? Nee 


WOOL 
JACKETS and 
VESES 
from NEPAL and 
QUATEMALA 


OKAY, WHERE /5 IT?... 
LEFT IT RIGHT HERE 
INMY OFFICE... 
o 


BAR! YOU UM... NO. 


SWEATERS 
from ECUADOR 


REGGAE, 
SOE, 
SOUKOUS, 
Sy NLS yA 


AR. PRESIDENT, WERE TAKING 


NO, MILLIES A 
A LOT OF HITS OVER THE THE DOG URITERHER- 


EEE LTE 


US, WHYTHEY RE 
GOTTA MOYEON.” MISSING. 


CHIMURENGA, 
JUTMA and more 
from 


Pan- Africa 
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mon = LL 
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reat stuff you can afford !! 
AND HOW ABOUT THIS —"NOV.25, g ff y fford 


1987, JUST REMEMBERED I HEARD 
NOTHING AT JAN. 7, 1986, MEET- 
ING WHEN REAGAN TOLD US HE 
FAVORED ARMS FOR HOSTAGES..." 


MY DIARY: "NOV.24, 1987. WENT TO 

MEETING, COVER-UP THING DIS- 

CUSEED, BUT WASN'T PAYING ATEN: 
TION. SAME AS IF NOT 
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180 MAIN STREET 

(corner Old South St & Main) 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 FF 
413 -585 -0815 
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Sweet Treat 
For Midweek 


rex es eee ee oe ee 
Valid y 7 thru Thursday 


B 1 
- ‘Til Te 10, 1993 : 


I 

OF That’s 25” OFF usual rates. | 
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR RESERVATION! i) 
=| 
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- KOT TUBS 
a 


Open Til lam 
7 Days A Week 
Call For Reservations 


586-6843 
<a; 33 West Street 


Northampton 


